
 INTRAVENOUS THERAPY MEDICATIONS 

ADMINISTRATION POLICY 
 

 DRUG: 
ETOPOSIDE        

WINDSOR REGIONAL HOSPITAL – OUELLETTE CAMPUS 

WINDSOR, ONTARIO 
 OTHER NAMES: 

Vepesid, VP - 16 

  CLASSIFICATION: Antineoplastic 

  CONCENTRATION:  

 

ADMINISTRATION POLICY 

    Direct IV NO 

    Max Allowable Dose Direct IV - 

    Add to IV Fluid IV TEAM ONLY 

    Minimum Volume of Diluent 

(or max concentration) for IV Infusion 
See Below 

    Other Must be administered by infusion pump and requires an independent 
double check as per “Independent Double Check Policy”. 

 

 

  INDICATIONS FOR IV USE 

- Small cell carcinoma of the lung. 

- Hodgkin's disease, malignant (non-Hodgkin's) lymphoma. 

- Has been used in combination with other antineoplastics for a variety of tumour types. 

 

  ADMINISTRATION 

- 100 mg (5 mL) in 250 mL NS or D5W over at least 30-60 min.  Dilute solutions have longer stability (see below). 

 

  POTENTIAL HAZARDS OF IV ADMINISTRATION 

- Rapid IV administration (less than 30 min.) has been associated with palpitations. 

- Severe wheezing and bronchospasm. 

- Hypotension. 

- Paresthesia, leukopenia, thrombocytopenia, reversible alopecia, nausea, vomiting, and abdominal pain have been 

reported. 

- Extravasation may cause cellulitis, vesication and tissue necrosis. 

 

  DOSAGE 
- 50-100 mg/m2/day for 3-5 days. 

- Doses up to 400-800 mg/m2/day have been investigated. 

 

  COMPATIBILITY, STABILITY 

- Stability information varies depending upon information source. 

- Etoposide may crystallize from aqueous solutions, the time of onset being concentration dependent. 

- It has been recommended that dilutions of 100 mg/250 mL in D5W or NS be used within 6 hours. 

- Stable in NS or D5W at RT for 96 and 48 hours in concentrations of 0.2 and 0.4 mg/mL respectively. 

- Etoposide mixed in PVC bags reported to cause leaching of plasticizer; glass bottles or non-PVC bags 

recommended. 

 

 When preparing, and/or administering this drug use the chemo-kit - available from Pharmacy Department. 

 Due to cytotoxicity strict guidelines have been established by this hospital to avoid exposure by 

inhalation or by direct contact with skin or mucous membranes.  For further information see hospital policies 

on cytotoxic drugs, Nursing Department. 

 REFERENCES:  200.    TEMPORARY POLICY      Index #E 10b 
 ORIGINAL: 01/78     P&T Approval: 01/78      REVISED: 12/09  
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